Field 008 Fixed Length Data Elements

To better understand this field, read the pages 3.0-38 — 3.0-41 from Cataloging with AACR2 and MARC21, which are copied and
attached.

The 008 contains information that can be used by your local system (and is used by the Locator) to qualify or narrow searches, e.g. by
language, dates, types of material, etc. All codes must be entered in lowercase.

The 008 must be 40 characters in length. The meaning of each character is position-dependent, i.e., a ‘¢’ in the 6™ position has a
different meaning than a ‘¢’ in the 15" position. Therefore, if a position is undefined, it must contain a blank, a pipe or backslash symbol
if you are editing directly in a 008 tag. (See example on p.2)

» Construct Field 008 using the guide, the information from the item (book) you are cataloging, and this form. More blanks are
attached.

CC 01 02 03 04 G5 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39|

The Locator processing specifically looks at positions 06, 07-10 for books. There are different guidelines for electronic records, sound
recordings, videos and serials. Refer to the pages from Cataloging with AACR2 and MARC21 3.0-37 — 3.0-70.
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O:ASlL.02ocatorcataloging State Library of lowa ,_N_mo_ﬁo._o,.\



owowow (Mar. 2, 2009)

Date entered on file (yymmdd)

Type of date 6 1 date - single known or probable date
Date 1 07-10 2009

Place of Publication 15-17 New York

Miscellaneous not specified 18-28 unspecified- leave blank
Conference Publication 29 not a conference publication
Festschrift 20 not a festschrift

index 31 no index present

Literary Form 33 ~¢: fiction

Language code 35-37 English

Cataloging Source 39 other

Using the form | enter the data in the proper positions:
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In my cataloging utility tool this is what | enter in Field 008:

09020352009 | | [nyul ||| ||]]]]]000[1]eng|a

Use Courier New font to keep the spacing consistent. Use the pipe or backslash symbol for positions where no data is entered.
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